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Bird Research Project Scoring Rubric



Life Science – Mr. P. Colombo
All research projects will be due no later than:

Friday, March 10, 2006.
You may use traditional research methods such

as books, encyclopedias, magazines, and other

library resources or you may use the Internet.  If you are using Internet content please be advised, copy/paste = 0.  This is “your” paper I do not want to read what others have to say!

Be sure to reference any and all sources that you use in your final paper!  Your reference should include (for books and magazines) the title of the book, author, publisher, copyright date and page numbers used.  If you are referencing a web site you should include the complete URL (web site address) along with other information about the web page that you used such as the title, author (if available), company that offers the material and date of page creation.

Parts of Your Paper

Title page - (20 points)

This should include the name of your bird, a photo of the bird (either from the Internet or a photocopy from a book), your name, your group and the date (February 30, 2843!).

Research Pages - (70 points): to include the following information:
· Description of your bird (20 points) – this would include size, coloration, song, typical and unusual behavior, etc.

· Distribution of your bird (15 points) – this would include the range of where your bird can be found.  If you can include a range map for this it would be helpful.  If no map is available then a general description of the limits of the birds location (north, south, east and west).

· Habitat or nesting behavior for your bird (15 points) – this would include a complete description of the type of area that your bird is most likely found in.

· Diet or feeding habits for your bird (10 points) – this would include any information you can find regarding the various types of food your bird favors.

· Other interesting information (10 points) – this would include such things as adaptations, enemies, social behavior, breeding, voice or other facts that you discover during your research.

Reference Page - (10 points)
As mentioned earlier you need to reference all the materials that you use for your paper.  Be sure to include as much information about your sources as possible. A word about “copy/paste” with computers.  This project is NOT meant for you to display your skills in this area.  If you use electronic media for your project you must paraphrase all your content!

Internet Sources - Two very good web sites for your research work can be found at:

Canadian Wildlife Service - Hinterlands Who’s Who

http://www.cws-scf.ec.gc.ca/hww-fap/index_e.cfm

Cornell University Bird of the Week

http://birds.cornell.edu/bow/
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