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Giving credit for all information, pictures, sounds, and videos gathered from web sites is the ethical thing to do.  WWW Resources Guidelines for citing Internet resources are fairly new and are continually being revised. There are many different ways to cite Internet sources, but most of them are too detailed and difficult for younger students. Listed below are  guidelines for citing that are appropriate for the middle grade student.

WWW Resources:

1. Author's name if available. (Last, First) 

2. Title of website in italics. (Or in quotation marks if a newspaper, magazine, or encyclopedia article) 

3. Date website was posted or last updated. (6/15/99) 

4. URL (http://...) in brackets [ ].       (key next to “p” don’t shift)

5. Title of publication underlined or in italics. (if article from newspaper, magazine, or online encyclopedia) 

6. Date you accessed the website. (9/2/99)

Email:    1.  Writer's name  (Last, First). 

2.  Subject line in quotation marks. 

3.  Writer's e-mail address (name@...) in brackets [ ]. 

4. Date of message. (8/12/99)

EXAMPLES:

Generic web site:

 Smith, Joe.  The Amazing World of Animals. 5/6/99. 

[http://www.amazinganimals.com] 9/15/99.

Article from a newspaper, magazine, or encyclopedia: 

Smith, Joe. ”McGwire Hits His 100th Home Run.”  9/2/99.

[http://www.hr.com/mac.mtml] Baseball Daily Digest.  9/21/98.

E-Mail

Brunder, Mary N.  “Comma in series before and”  [mary@grammarlady.com]      

         8/16/99.

http://www.yahooligans.com/tg/678.html  Copyright © 2002 Yahoo! Inc. All Rights Reserved


Think before you search:

· Do you need a lot of background material, or are you looking for only a few resources/

· What words can you think of to describe the answers you want?

· Are you looking for text, audio, pictures, or all of these?

· Are you looking for something specific or something general?

· Complete the Student Search Strategy Worksheet!

Look in the right place, and use HELP

· Directories are created by humans who try to sort useful resources into logical subject categories.  These are often better to use if you are looking for general information

· Search Engine Indexes are machine-made, built of actual words used on Web pages and in other resources --this is good, because it means that search engines offer a huge amount of material for you to use---but it can be bad, because having too much information is often worse than having none at all!

· Learn how to ask a carefully crafted question so that the search engine is forced to give you just a few answers.  Read the Help files!

· For example, say you are looking for the lyrics to “Yellow Submarine” by the Beatles    you could type in    +”Yellow Submarine” +lyrics +Beatles   or “Yellow Submarine” AND lyrics AND Beatles

· When you type in a keyword or question--check Your spelling!  If your work isn’t spelled correctly your words won’t match up with the words in the indexes and you won’t find what you want.  Keep a dictionary close by or open up Word and check the spelling using the spell checker!

Evaluate your results

· Is the information you find true?  It is old?  Does it come from a source you, your parents, your teachers, or others trust?  Not everything on the Net is true.  Some of the information is out of date.  Some of it is just plain wrong.  Some is put there as a way to mislead you.  How do you tell the good stuff from the bad? 

· Questions to ask…What is the site’s purpose?  Is the topic covered accurately?  Can you identify or contact the author?  Is the information current?  Does the site tell when it was last updated.? You should always check at least 2 different sites to verify for accurate information.

HAPPY SURFING!!!!                         

Adapted from “Internet Kids and Family”

Student Search Strategy

Planning ahead will make your trip to the lab more productive!

What topic will you be researching?  On a Separate piece of paper, state your purpose in one sentence. 

Choose the databases you plan to search.  (Add your own too!)

Directory

(Subject Category)
Search Engine

(Specific Phrase)
Meta Search Engine

(Multiple Search Engines)
Images
Kids Search Engines

Yahoo

www.yahoo.com
AltaVista

www.altavista.com
Dogpile

www.dogpile.com
AltaVista

www.altavista.com
Ask Jeeves for Kids

www.ajkids.com

About

www.about.com
Google

www.google.com
Excite

www.excite.com
Google

www.google.com
Yahooligans

www.yahooligans.com

Looksmart

www.looksmart.com
All The Web

www.alltheweb.com
Ask Jeeves

www.ask.com
The Amazing Picture Machine

www.ncrtec.org/

picture.htm
We Search for Kids

http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/KidsClick!/



WebCrawler

www.webcrawler.com































































Brainstorm keywords and topics:
Consider varying your word forms: (example:  teacher--teachers  teaching)

Use synonyms:  (example:  methods-- ways  techniques

Here are eight questions to ask yourself when you visit a Web site in search of information.

1. Who sponsors the Web site? The name of a person or group in charge of the site should be on the site's home page. You can also tell something about a site from its address. Check to see if the address ends in ".com" (a commercial site), ".edu" (a school), ".gov" (a government site), or ".org" (a non-government organization). Is there an address where you can contact the sponsor? Is the sponsor trying to sell a product or promote a political view?

2. Who wrote the material? If no one takes responsibility for the content, don't trust the information. Is the author an expert in the subject covered? If so, the content is likely to be good.

3. How much information does the site provide? A site with skimpy information isn't as helpful as one that's rich in content. Incomplete information is less reliable, too.

4. Is the information balanced? Beware of sites that give only one side of a controversial issue or that try to persuade you to accept one point of view.

5. Is the material well written? If the pages are full of misspelled words and bad grammar, the facts may be inaccurate as well.

6. When was the Web page last updated? Look for dates on the page. Material posted on the Web stays there forever unless someone takes it down. A page that hasn't been updated may contain outdated information.

7. Does the site list sources for the information it provides? A source list will give you a way to check the information. A good site will also have links to other sources of information on the Web.

8. Is the site easy to use? A well-designed Web site makes it easy for you to find the information you need. (www.go.grolier.com)!






























































Name_____________________________________________________

Research In The Lab!

I went to the following websites for my research:

Write down all of sites you visit and then decide at the end what information you will actually use.  (Content and pictures!)

Below is a table to keep track of your websites so that you will be able to

Create a bibliography of your sources for your project!  Every Project MUST have a Bibliography!  (Works Cited Page)

Content or Image

Circle one
Author’s name if available

(last, first)
Title of the website
Date website was posted or last updated
URL

Web address

http://
Date I accessed the website
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Format for Works Cited or Bibliography Page:  Arrange sources in an alphabetical list by the first work of the entry excluding a, an and the.  If you need 2 lines—indent 5 spaces on the second line.

Example:

Styler, Joel. Ride Zone. 2001. [http://www.ridezone.com]


6/6/01
                       
                
Format for Works Cited or Bibliography


Page: Arrange sources in an alphabetical list by the first word of the entry excluding a, an, and the.�Format for each source: Begin first line at the margin. Indent each additional line.
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